
  

 

Welcome back students and families! A fresh new year is 
upon us. I hope that you all found an opportunity for some 
physical, emotional, or creative rest during your time 
away. Prioritizing this time for yourself and your family is 
so important as the days get longer and colder. Below is a 
list of some other types of rest we need in addition to 
quality sleep!

Additionally, the COVID-19 pandemic continues to have a 
significant impact on our lives. We continue to encourage 
families to keep students home if they are showing any 
primary symptoms including cough, fever, or trouble 

breathing. We have rapid tests available in our office for families to take home and 
are happy to provide them to those who think they might be helpful. Recently, the 
CDC updated their quarantine recommendations for individuals who have tested 
positive for COVID-19. However, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) has 
not yet adopted this CDC recommendation. Minneapolis Public Schools will 
continue to require ten-day isolation for all positive cases or close contact exposure 
- whether that is 10 days from symptom onset, exposure date, or 10 days from 
positive test date if asymptomatic. Fully vaccinated students- meaning 2 doses 
and 2 weeks after 2nd dose- do not need to quarantine if they are a close 
contact. We will continue to update families with any changes.

Thank you all for doing your part to keep our community safe, healthy, and learning 
and for your continued support of Bancroft school!

Respectfully,
Diego De Paz
Principal

Mon., Jan. 10- PTO Mee0ng 5:30-7:00pm  

Tues., Jan. 11- Virtual Enrollment Open House- 
New Families SY22-23 

Mon., Jan. 17- NO SCHOOL 
       Mar0n Luther King Jr. Day 

Tues., Jan. 18- Virtual Enrollment Open House- 
New Families SY22-23 

Tues., Jan. 18- AOer-School Winter Session begins 

Fri., Jan. 28- NO SCHOOL- Teacher Planning Day 
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Mark Your Calendar

FAM = Family Activity Menu

This year at Bancroft we will be taking a different approach to traditional homework. The 
Family Activity Menu (FAM) will be sent home at the beginning of each month starting in 
January!

• The FAM is a mix of traditional homework and social, emotional and experiential learning 
opportunities, including activities for the whole family!

• The top row of the menu has grade-specific literacy, math and IB activities. Feel free to 
repeat those!

• The primary goal is to read at least 20 minutes each day, whether it’s independently or with 
others.

•For additional resources, check with your child’s teacher.

Look for the January Family Activity Menu in backpacks this week!

SAMPLE

http://www.bancroft.mpls.k12.mn.us
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Grade Theme Central	Idea	&	Lines	of	Inquiry

High 5
How We Express 

Ourselves

We are all creators and express ourselves in different ways.

*The visual arts *Music appreciation *Myself as a storyteller *Buildings as purposeful art

Kindergarten
How We Express 

Ourselves

People	have	many	ways	of	communicating.	

*Parts	of	a	story	

*Who	are	storytellers	

*Ways	stories	are	told

1st Grade How We Organize 
Ourselves

People	organize	things	to	make	sense	of	the	world.	

*Observing,	sorting,	and	comparing	

*Non-living	systems	

*Living	systems

2nd Grade How the 
World Works

Matter	is	a	part	of	our	daily	lives.	

*Properties	of	matter	

*How	matter	changes	

*Reasons	we	choose	the	materials	we	use

3rd Grade How the 
World Works

The	solar	system	inBluences	life	on	earth.	

*Structure	of	the	solar	system	

*Movements	within	the	solar	system	

*Interconnectedness	of	the	solar	system

4th Grade How the 
World Works

Energy	is	found	in	various	forms	and	it	impacts	our	daily	lives.	

*Energy	sources	

*How	electricity	works	

*Our	responsibility	as	consumers	of	energy

5th Grade How the  
World Works

Curiosity	promotes	innovation	and	exploration.	

*How	innovation	changes	things	over	time	

*The	design	cycle	

*Human	exploration

IB UPDATE: Our current Units of Inquiry!

Congratulations to Leah for her victory in the 5th grade 
spelling bee! 

The six top spellers had to W-R-E-S-T-L-E with E-X-T-R-E-M-
E-L-Y challenging words. There were a few T-E-N-S-E 

moments as Leah and Kivrin went back and forth as the final 
two spellers! Leah F-I-N-A-L-L-Y won the M-E-D-A-L! 

KEEP THIS LIST HANDY - Over the coming weeks, talk with your student about the 
connections they can make with the CENTRAL IDEA and LINES of INQUIRY of their unit!

Hazel, Leah, Kivrin, Rio, Emmeleia, and Liban are great risk-takers!  Younger students- 
start practicing your spelling now for your chance to take the spotlight in 5th grade!  

WAY TO GO SPELLERS!

5th Grade  
Spelling Bee

http://www.bancroft.mpls.k12.mn.us

